
Unit I Colonization Exam Review 

1.  Identify the year that Jamestown was founded, reason founded and the leader of the colony. 

1607  

Founded – in order to find gold at first, which later turns to wealth ($) from cash crops (tobacco) 

Leader – John Smith 

 

2. Identify the year that Plymouth colony was founded, reason founded and leader of the colony. 

1620 

Founded – for religious freedom (escape persecution) 

Leader – William Bradford  

 

3. Explain how the Pilgrims learned to grow crops in the thin, rocky soil in Massachusetts. 

Native American named Squanto taught them how to fertilize their crops using fish 

 

4. Identify the man who founded Pennsylvania and the reason founded.  

William Penn – Religious freedom for Quakers (escape persecution) he was also a pacifist (against fighting)  

 

5. Explain which colonial region (NE, Mid., S.) was dependent upon the plantation system/ slavery and why. 

Southern because the plantation system was an enormous farm where they would need cheap/free labor to 

work in the fields to produce the cash crop tobacco.  

 

6. Explain three reasons why the Europeans wanted to explore the rest of the World. 

Gold, Glory, God 

Wealth through trade with Natives 

 

7. Describe the economies of the New England, Middle, and Southern Colonies. 

NE – Shipbuilding, lumber, fishing, whaling, trading 

Middle – Shipbuilding, trading, wheat farming 

Southern – Large plantations growing cash crops (tobacco, cotton) 

 



8. Explain why the colonies had a need for representative government in the colonies.  

England was too far away and decisions would take too long 

The colonists wanted self-government 

 

 Explain the significance of the following: 

9. The Columbian Exchange – Natives would send goods (tobacco, corn, etc…) to Europe and Europeans 

brought diseases to the Native Americans  

 

10. Magna Carta (year) – 1215 document signed by King John stating that everyone, including the King, would 

have to follow laws, it was an idea of limited government 

 

11. Fundamental Orders of Connecticut – first written constitution in the New World created by Connecticut 

founder Thomas Hooker  

 

12. Charter of Liberties and the Frame of Government – Form of self-government by Pennsylvania founder 

William Penn which was meant to limit the power of the government (limited government) 

 

13. Virginia House of Burgesses – first form of representative government in the New World in 1619 in order 

to regulate local laws 

 

14. Mayflower Compact (year) – 1620 document signed by the Pilgrims establishing New England’s form of 

self-government stating that everyone would follow the laws of Plymouth colony 

 

15. Great Awakening – religious revival stating that the 13 colonies needed to stop focusing so much on 

wealth (making $) and get back to why the New England colonies were formed which is religious freedom 


