
Early Government 

Government in the New World!?!? 



Original Colonial Rule 

Colonies were originally ruled in 2 

different ways 

 First were the Royal Colonies 
 These were ruled directly by the crown 

 The King had final say in the running of  the colony 

 Second were the charter colonies 
 These colonies were run by a charter issued by the King 

 Were normally for commercial purposes. 

 Were normally run by a company. 



A Change   

 The distance begins to become a factor 

 Communities were isolated 

 The colonists begin to want more 
freedoms. 

 There was a familiarity with the 
parliamentary system 

 So change happens. 



William Penn 

 1681 

 Early believer in representative 
government 

 Wrote Pennsylvania’s first constitution 

 Granted colonists the right to elect 
representative to the legislature 

 Allowed the three lower counties to form 
their own legislature 

 Founder of  Pennsylvania 

 



Virginia House of  

Burgesses 
 Was founded in 1619 

 Was the elected lower house in the legislative 

assembly in the Colony of  Virginia 

 Originally you had to be a land owner to hold 

office 

 Was thought that this promoted the growth of  the colony 

 Was later done away with 

 Representatives were elected by the people 



Mayflower Compact 

Was the first governing document of  

Plymouth Colony 

 Was the first official written document 

 written by the colonists 

 Was signed by 41 of  the men on the ship before they 

disembarked. 

 signed on November 11, 1620 



Mayflower Compact 

Was the first form of  self  government in 

the new world. 

 This news did not make the king happy 

 The Colonists did this because they had 

landed well out side the control of  

Virginia. 



Fundamental Orders of  

Connecticut 

 Adopted by the Connecticut Colony council on 
January 14, 1638 

 The orders describe the government, setting its 
structure and powers 

 These were democratic principles 

 They laid the ground work for a democratic government 

 Has the features of  a written constitution 

 Thomas Hooker Founded Connecticut 

 Inspired the Fundamental Orders 



Where do they all lead? 

 All three of  these documents together lead 

to the Constitution 

 Each document has a strength that is used 

the framers of  the Constitution 

 This Constitution is still the basis for our 

government today. 


